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Annexure-1
N4s.Mahmuda Sharmeen Benu na., Adl. Secretary (P&D), MOWCA.

National Social Security' Strategy G.ISSS) of Bangladesh has the provision of a Child
tsenefit Programme (CBP) for 0-4 -vear children tc be irapternented by the hdinistry of Women
and Chiidren Affairs $.aoWCA). As parl of its pursuits for impleraentation of this programme

MCWCA has recentl,v fonned an inter-ministerial committee. Agenda-wise discussions and

decisions of the 1st meeting of the committee irar,'e been furrrished beiou':

r\genctra-1: Co-on:tioxe of, r'epe'esemtatives flnorra Cabiiaet Divxsiom, Pr4iraistty of I-oaai
G*verffillaecnt arad {Rup'aE Deveiopmremt, Depantmrent of FaEmily Flanmixag aelci WF'F
Bangladesia.

Discussiocn: The meeting was inforrneci that h4oWCA is responsibie for development and

implementation of the Child Benefit Scheme and Cabinet Division is mandated for overali
coordination of social secr:rity programmes of all the ministries and divisions througir Central
I,.{anagement Coirmittee (CMC). As part of the operationaltzatron of child component of NSSS.

the Cabinet Division has estabiished a Folicy Guidance Unit for Chiid-focused Social Protection
(PGU-CSP).Ministry of Local Govemment and Rural Development and Depa-rlment of Fainily
Plaruring have also been implementing child development related projects and programrnes. As a
separate initiative, V/FP has been supporting MOWCA in pursuing Maternity Allowances and

Lactaring Mother Allowances, which are crucial eiements of the national social protection
schemes. Under this backdrop, co-option of representatives fiom the Cabinet Division, Lr{inistry
of Local Government and Rurai Development, Department of Family Flanning and WFP to the

Committee would be appropriate, the meeting opined.

Deaisfoxa: The rneeting decided io co-opt suitabie representatives from Cabinet Division,
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development, Department of Family Planning and

WFP Bangladesh into the committee"

.Agcrada-2: Towands a Claild tsexaefit Fn"ogramexne fon Bamgnadesle: n'onicy aracl Bcsigra

options:

Discrissioxr: Mr. Carlos Acosta, Chief of SPEAR. Section LNICEF made a short

intloduction before Mr. Kavin made a presentation outlining the policy options and design of
CBP for Bangladesh, under the label of 'Agamir Shishu' proposed by the Cabinet Division
being Cesigned b,ir PGU-CSP. He underscored the impcrtance of implementing CBP in a

convergent maru1er to get maximum benefit with minimum cost. trn replying to a question raised

by sorne members of the meeting, it has been clearly spelled out that Cabinei Division's
initiative is to provide policy sr,rpport to MoWCA a-nd other relevant ministries/agencies in
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ileeision: The meeting r.velcomed the initiative cf Cabinei Division in outiii:-i:;r ih: ;-.-.1i1..
options and ,j.esign of p.Loposed CBP - 'Agamir Shisiru'. Tire meeting aiso ienle,i :ie Cati,r=:
Division's initiatir.e as a siep forli,,ard into the design of a irational CEF--'Agamil Sirisir';-i'.

Agemdea-3: Jlniforiaration regancni.rag om-goimg cash transfer p;rognaimnme:

Disctasslon: The meeting rinderscored the need of har,ing stock of ai1 on-going caslt
iransfer programmes lor children under 5 in Bangladesh being impleinented by different
ministries/divisions. as part of the process of designing CBP 'Agamir Shishu.

Deeision: The meeting clecicied that MoWCA ',vould u,.rite to all social sector
ministries/divisions tc furnish stocks of their on-going Cash Transler Programmes for the
children thr"ough a spbcif,cally designed- template within a stipulated tir:re-fiame"

.Agerada-r8: Soflh-r'are ior estahtrishmemt of,voucfiaen sSrsfema; The meeting underscored the need
of having nerv softr,vare to allorv beneficiaries to purchase a limited set of items from designated
shops in order to avoid resollrces beiirg used for other purposes.

Discussiona: The meeting discussed the concept and found it as commendable. The
meeting aiso realized that important effort rvould require in registering vendors to limit potential
misuse of a voucher" svstem.

Decisioxr: The meeting decided io collect reievant information regarding voucher
scheme.

Agemda-S: $'fliseeB{eous: The meeting underscored the need of linking the CBP outpltt
wirii annuai Feriormance AgreemenL'oeing signeci wirh Ca-oinet r-iivision 6

Deeisiom: The meeting decided to take up the matter r,vith Cabinet Division so the output
indicators of CBP of relevant ministries/divisions can be iinked up with Annual Ferformance
Agreement.

The meeting ended lvith vote of thanks fi'om the Chaii'
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(Ms.A,4ahmuda Sharmeen Benu,,6.)
Additional SecretaLy(P&D)
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Copy fox'warded for imforrslatioxr anci mecessaa"y actiom (mot accorclimg to semiority):

Cabi net Secretary, Cab inet D iv i si on, Ban g1 adesh Secretari at, Dhal<a.

Secretary, Local Government & RLrralDevelopment Division, Bangladesh secretariat, Diraka

Secretary, Finance Division, Ministry of Finance, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

Secretary, Ministry of Social Welfare, Balgladesh Secretariat, Dhaka. q

Secretary, Health Services Division, MollF$/, Banglaclesh Secretariat, Dhal<a.

Secretary, M i n i stry' of Infonration, Ran gl aciesh Secretiiri at. Dhal.ta.
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Additional Secretary, (Shishu & Coordination), Ministry of Women & Children Affairs.

Director General, Department of Women Affairs Dhaka.

Director Generai, Department of Sociai Services. Dhaka.

Director General, Departrnent oiFarnily Planning, Dhaka.

Country Representative, World Food Programme, Bangladesh, Dhaka.

Depulv Chief (Planning Wing), Ministry of Women & Children Affairs, Dhal<a.

M.^ qitU*ecosta, Cl-rief, Social Policy Evaluation Analytics and Research, {INICEF.

rogralnmer, Ministry of Women ald Children Affairs, Dhaka (rvith request to upload in the

website).

15. Personal Officer to the Additional Secretary (Planning & Dev.), Ministry of Women & Children

Affairs, Dhaka.
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